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Find out more about studying at the University of Melbourne at our events for 
future students.
Meet Melbourne 2012

Meet Melbourne is a great opportunity for students and 
parents to take a closer look at the study options offered at 
Melbourne. 

Evening information sessions are held throughout Victoria – 
there’s sure to be one near you:

21 March  Geelong
21 March  Sale
22 March  Warragul
28 March  Bendigo
29 March Ballarat
26 April   Mildura

For all dates and venues go to:

www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/meetmelb

Access All Areas 2012

Access All Areas is an on-campus event that gives Year 
10–12 students and their families an insight into studying 
at Melbourne.

Come and spend the day at our vibrant campus and fi nd out 
about the unique Melbourne experience:

13 April   Parkville campus

For all dates and more details go to:

www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/aaa

ffutuuressttudenttss..unimellbb.edu.aauu

Sydney Symphony prize for 
Conservatorium composer
composition lecturer at the 
melbourne conservatorium 
of music elliott gyger has 
won the sydney symhony 
orchestra’s 80th anniversary 
composition prize with his 
work ‘on air: dialogue for 
orchestra’.

aWards 

T
he work will be performed in a 
series of celebratory concerts at the 
iconic Sydney Opera House on 22, 
23 and 24 March under the baton 

of Principal Conductor Vladimir Ashkenazy.
In late 2011, 76 composers from 

around Australia ranging in age from 16 to 
70 submitted works as part of the Sydney 
Symphony’s 80th anniversary composition 
prize.

Mr Gyger says he is thrilled to have won 
the competition. 

“My father is a music critic and I went 
to every Sydney Symphony subscription 
concert throughout my high school years. 
When I think of orchestral sound I think of 
the Sydney Symphony in the Opera House 
concert hall – that’s my reference point,” 
he says.

“What a joy it will be for one of my 
compositions to be performed by these 
wonderful musicians and to hear what 
kinds of insights Mr Ashkenazy brings to 
the piece.”

In writing the nine-minute work, Mr 
Gyger says he took inspiration from the 
history of the ABC (which also turns 80 
in 2012) and the history of the Sydney 
Symphony and its origins as a broadcast 
orchestra.

“I took inspiration from a photo on 

the Sydney Symphony website (pictured) 
showing 17 musicians who formed part of 
the ABC studio orchestra in the 1930s.

“My piece starts with those 17 players 
and then the rest of the orchestra joins 
them. I thought it was a really interesting 
idea and I just ran with it,” he says.

Mr Gyger has for the past four years 
been a lecturer in composition at the 
University of Melbourne. Prior to this, he 
undertook graduate study in composi-
tion at Harvard University in the US and 
was then Assistant Professor of Music at 
Harvard from 2002 to 2007.

The Sydney Symphony composition 
prize was open to all Australians who had 
never had a work performed by the Sydney 
Symphony in the Sydney Opera House 
Concert Hall.

According to Sydney Symphony 
Director of Artistic Planning, Peter Czornyj, 
the judging panel (composers Matthew 
Hindson and Mary Finsterer, Sydney 
Symphony Education Program Artistic 
Director Richard Gill, and CEO of the 
Australian Music Centre John Davis) were 
encouraged by the high level of accom-
plishment revealed in many of the submis-
sions. “In choosing a winner, the panel was 
focused on identifying a finely textured 
and well-structured composition, showing 
mature sensitivity to the practicality of per-
formance,” Mr Czornyj says.

“The winning composition also needed 
to fulfill the objective of celebrating the 
80th anniversary of the founding of the 
Sydney Symphony in 1932, while also 
taking inspiration from other anniversaries 
in 2012 – the ABC and the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. Elliott Gyger’s work embodies all 
these facets.”

On top of having his work performed 
at the Sydney Opera House in March, Mr 
Gyger has also received a $5000 prize and 
one of the performances will be broadcast 
nationally on ABC Classic FM.

/  www.vcam.uni.melb.edu.au

Middle Eastern manuscript 
treasure trove on show
rare items from the 
university’s middle eastern 
manuscripts collection have 
been digitised and are to be 
included in the state library of 
victoria’s ‘love and devotion’ 
exhibition. By Sophie 
Marsland.

collections

O
ne of the University’s rarest col-
lections will be made accessible 
to the public thanks to innova-
tions of the digital age. The 

University of Melbourne Library holds 190 
Middle Eastern manuscripts, dating from 
the 12th to the 20th centuries.

“These manuscripts are important 
research materials for scholars of the 

Middle East while also being objects of 
great beauty”, says Jock Murphy, Director 
of Collections at the University Library. The 
manuscripts include stunning illustrations 
and subject matter comprising religious 
texts, love stories, astrology, weaponry and 
more. 

The full collection has been made 
publicly accessible using state-of-the-art 
equipment and in-house expertise at the 
University Library’s Digitisation Service 
(UDS). All but one of the beautiful manu-
scripts has been digitised and will be avail-
able online, with the final one needing con-
servation work to have its pages ‘unstuck’ 
before the process can be completed.

Joe Arthur from the UDS described the 
collection from the digitisation perspec-
tive as “challenging, complex, diverse, 
beautiful and maddening … but mostly 
invigorating”. 

The diversity and complexity of the 
collection, which ranges from tiny to large, 
copious to slim and robust to fragile, has 
meant the UDS needed to develop new 

methods and tools to complete the task 
and these new learnings will benefit future 
projects.

Five of the manuscripts are heading 
to the State Library of Victoria as part of 
a free public exhibition entitled ‘Love and 
Devotion: from Persia and Beyond’. The 
exhibition, which is largely drawn from 
the Bodleian Library at Oxford University is 
sponsored by the University of Melbourne.

The University’s Middle Eastern 
Manuscripts collection is just one of 
those built up by the Reverend Professor 
John Bowman between 1959 and 1975 
during his time as head of the University’s 
Department of Semitic Studies. 

Students recently had an opportunity to 
work closely with these texts. 

Sophie Lewincamp, a lecturer from the 
Centre for Cultural Materials Conservation, 
who as part of her research did a conserva-
tion assessment of the collection, says that 
in 2010, with the assistance of some CCMC 
students the entire collection was surveyed.

“We noted its physical condition, 
current housing, materials and additional 
information such as description of stamps, 
pencil inscriptions, book seller stickers and 
watermark information. The survey has 
enabled us to get a better understanding of 
the material and identify possible research 
opportunites,” she says.

The Exhibition ‘Love and Devotion: 

From Persia and Beyond’, featuring some 
of the collection’s items, is on show in the 
Keith Murdoch Gallery, State Library of 
Victoria, from 9 March - 1 July. 

This landmark exhibition celebrates the 
beauty of Persian manuscripts and their 
stories of human and divine love.

From one of the richest periods in the 
history of the book, more than 60 works 
from the Bodleian Library join items from 
the State Library of Victoria and other insti-
tutions in the largest and most significant 
display of Persian manuscripts ever seen in 
Australia. Included will be rare examples 
of 13th- to 18th-century Persian, Mughal 
Indian and Ottoman Turkish illustrated 
manuscripts. Visitors will be transported 
to distant lands and other times as they 
discover classic Persian tales of human 
and divine love, including works by Nizami 
and Jami; great Sufi poetry by Rumi and 
the lyrics of Hafiz; the Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam and 1001 Nights; and Firdausi’s 
Shahnama (Book of Kings) – Persia’s great 
literary epic.

Early European manuscripts on display 
will include a Roman de la rose and works 
by Chaucer and Dante from the Bodleian 
Library, as well as rare editions of European 
literature, travel books and maps from the 
State Library of Victoria.

/ www.lib.unimelb.edu.au

/ http://www.love-and-devotion.com

Music to build bridges
a chamber music ensemble made up of vca music graduates is building inter-cultural awareness.

PrevieW

A 
chamber ensemble made up 
of University of Melbourne 
music graduates is promoting 
cross-cultural dialogue between 

Australia and the Asia-Pacific region 
through classical music.

Malaysian-born, University of 
Melbourne-trained pianist and Artistic 
Director of the Bridges Collective ensemble, 
Brenna Wee, describes the ensemble as one 
that provides a new mode of engagement 
with other cultures through music, promot-
ing cross-cultural dialogue and awareness.

“Bridges Collective presents a variety 
of composers, instruments and techniques 
from around the world, allowing us to 
reflect on our own musical heritage and 
how it intersects with others,” she says.

Inspired by her own experiences of 
growing up Malaysian in Singapore, fol-
lowed by coming to Australia to study 
and now live, Ms Wee looks to composers 
whose music conveys their shared experi-
ence of changing environments and feeling 
‘in between’ places.

“I want to give audiences the opportu-
nity to hear how composers have expressed 
their multi-cultural experiences and jour-
neys through their music,” she says.

“It is no surprise that migration, cul-
tural exchange and our globalised world 
influence contemporary composers. Their 
music naturally resonated with my personal 
experience of having lived in between cul-
tures and geographical places,” she says.

Lecturer in flute at the Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music Margaret 
Crawford says she loved the principle 
behind Bridges Collective’s 2011 launch 
event.

“Most of all I enjoyed the complete 
unexpectedness of it all,” she says, “the 
different influences and backgrounds, the 
mix of new and old, of less well-known 

composers and more established ones. 
What a great thing for new composers to 
have a group like this so willing to play their 
music!” 

Bridges Collective’s first concert for 
2012, Encounters: Malaysian Liaisons, will 
feature the world premieres of two pieces 
commissioned by the ensemble from 
Malaysian composers Johan Othman and 
Tazul Tajuddin. 

The concert will be performed by 
Brenna Wee, soprano Sally-Anne Russell, 
cellist Blair Harris and clarinetist Andrew 
Gordon Boyle, with the program made up 
of quartets as well as smaller arrangements 
and solo works. 

The concert will also tour Malaysia, 

with support from the Australia-Malaysian 
Institute. Along with performances at the 
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) (Shah 
Alam), the Classical Music Society (KL), and 
the Perak Society of Performing Arts (Ipoh), 
each member of Bridges Collective will also 
conduct master-classes at UiTM.

Bridges Ensemble will be perform-
ing ‘Encounters: Malaysian Liaisons’ 
(including the world premiere of 
Johan Othman’s ‘The dancing mouse’ 
on Saturday 24 March, 6pm-7.45pm 
in the Gryphon Gallery, University of 
Melbourne.

/ http://www.trybooking.com/BCR

Bridges Collective: Blair Harris, Andrew Gordon Boyle, Sally-Anne Russell and Brenna Wee.

An illustration from the Iranian poem The love story of Kamrup and Kamlata by Dastûr- 
Himmdt (detail). University of Melbourne Library.

Page from the Gulistan of Sadi (detail), copied in 1836. University of Melbourne Library.

Image courtesy ABC Archives


